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COLOGNE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Cologne International School is a privately run
school founded in 2007. In ten years we have
grown from 44 students in two primary classes to
more than thirty classes divided among three
school sections: the primary school and two secondary schools. About 600 students from 45 different nationalities are learning side by side on our
campus. Students can choose between two academically challenging programmes and graduate
with either the German “Abitur” or the International Baccalaureate Diploma. In summer 2016
our first graduating cohort passed its exams with
tremendous success.
The educational concept at Cologne International
School was developed by a small group of educational idealists, who see the individual child at the
centre of academic endeavours. The campus of the
school was built on a sunny, green meadow, designed to ideally complement and support our
pedagogical framework. We select teachers with a
great deal of experience in similar pedagogical approaches, who show the necessary drive to commit
themselves to the school and to work above and
beyond the norm.

IFK BOARDING HOUSE:
STUDY IN STYLE!
HOUSING
The IFK Boarding House is the latest addition to
our campus. Built in 2016, it was designed to be a
modern home away from home just around the
corner from the school. It can host up to 16 students, three to four sharing an apartment with a
private bathroom. All apartments are fully furnished with beds, closets, desks, shelving, chairs,
and lamps. They are also equipped with WiFi. The
building has a nice large balcony where students
can enjoy the view while sitting in deck chairs.
Students share a common room with a kitchen
where they can meet, eat and cook. The design of
the rooms is contemporary and light. Basic necessities such as bedding, sheets, towels, and kitchenware are provided.
Both the school and the boarding house are located
in Widdersdorf, a mostly modern and affluent
neighbourhood on the outskirts of Cologne with
lots of green spaces. Essential facilities such as a supermarket, drug store, pharmacy, post office, and
doctors’ offices are within walking distance. While
the school offers a variety of sports, there are several
additional options in the Widdersdorf community,
such as a golf course, tennis club, and a sports club
with options ranging from soccer, badminton or
volleyball to hiking, yoga, and zumba.

IFK BOARDING HOUSE:
STUDY IN STYLE!
STUDYING
It is roughly a 2-minute walk from the boarding house
to the school, making it easy for the residents to go to
their classes. School times are from 8 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
from Monday to Friday.
We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities
covering extended subject lessons, personal support
lessons, all kinds of sports, music in a number of ensembles and orchestras, as well as arts. Small classes
facilitate intensive individual instruction and supervision. We provide state-of-the-art facilities which include a large multi-room sports hall, science
laboratories, art and music rooms.
The boarding house supports its residents in their academic endeavours with study hours and individual
attention. Each resident has his or her own desk, with
additional study space provided in the living room.
LIVING
The IFK Boarding House was designed to facilitate a
sense of community. Students live in a comparatively
small group that doesn’t just share a space, but that
also engages in social activities together. Students
take meals together, go on trips as a group, and cook
with each other on a regular basis. They are cared for
24/7 throughout the academic year by qualified educational staff.

Residents of the boarding house enjoy healthy meals
throughout the day. All students at our school receive
breakfast, lunch, and an afternoon snack. Additional
meals (breakfast and dinner throughout the week,
and breakfast, lunch, and dinner on weekends) are
provided by the IFK Boarding House. All meals at
the school and the boarding house are cooked and
delivered by the local golf club restaurant.
Students at the boarding house come from all over
the world and have diverse backgrounds, and it is important to us to foster an environment where everyone feels at home. We respect different religious and
cultural practices and encourage our students to engage in dialogue. Out of consideration for others and
to ensure that no one is left out, all meals served at
the school and the IFK Boarding House are vegetarian.

We understand that our residents may live far away
from their families and may not be able to go home
on weekends or during shorter breaks. Therefore,
we ensure that the IFK Boarding House remains
open throughout most of the year. In fact, it only
closes twice a year: once during the six-week summer break (starting usually late June or early to
mid-July) and once during the winter break (about
two weeks in late December/early January).
The boarding fees include basic programming on
weekends, including small excursions and activities such as communal cooking. Additional fees
may be required for more expensive activities, but
parents will be notified in advance if this is the
case.
The boarding house is designed to be our students’
home in Cologne, and we want all students to feel
comfortable and safe. This can only be accomplished if all residents act responsibly. We have
strict policies regarding smoking, alcohol, and
drugs, which are enforced by our educators.

OUR SCHOOL OFFER:
TWO PATHS LEADIN G TO YOUR FUTURE.
In the final years of our grammar school and international school we offer academically challenging
programmes. While grammar school students
leave school with the German “Abitur”, students of
the international school graduate with the International Baccalaureate Diploma. Both programmes run for two years and both programmes
prepare students for university all over the world.
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
The IB Diploma Programme (DP) is an academically challenging and balanced programme of education with final examinations that prepares
students, aged 16 to 19, for success in higher education and life beyond. It has been designed to address the intellectual, social, emotional and physical
well-being of students. The programme has gained

recognition and respect from the world’s leading
universities. For more information, please visit
www.ibo.org/diploma.
ABITUR
The upper years (“Oberstufe”) of the grammar
school lead to the state-recognized German high
school leaving certification (Abitur or Fachabitur),
qualifying for admission to a university in Germany or higher educational institutions in most other
countries. Apart from the curricular prerequisites
for many fields of study in Germany, students can
also obtain language certificates, thus alleviating
entry to university study or vocational programmes
abroad.
In order to join either of the programmes, command of either the English or the German lan-

guage is required. Students entering the 10th grade
need to at least be at a B2 level (upper intermediate), which means that they can understand complex texts on concrete and abstract topics, can
explain viewpoints and write detailed texts on a
variety of subjects, and can fluently interact with
native speakers of the language. Students entering
the 11th grade must at least be at a C1 level (advanced), meaning that they can understand demanding texts, recognize implicit meaning, can
write well-structured detailed texts on complex
subjects, and can express themselves spontaneously and fluently. Students without sufficient knowledge of one of the languages will need to pass a
language course before they can join. We are happy
to consult and help you find a suitable solution.
Once students have joined our programmes, we
can offer support in both English and German as
a second language, so that they can continue to
improve their language skills and receive help
when needed.

LIVING IN COLOGNE
Cologne is, in many aspects, one of the most interesting cities in Germany. It has a rich history, founded in
Roman times more than two thousand years ago. The
remains of “Colonia Claudia Ara Aggrippinensium”,
as it was then known, can be found all over the city
centre. The economy of this city on the Rhine River
is vibrant and developing rapidly, represented not
only by such big multi-nationals as Ford Motor
Company or Shell, but also by a number of so-called
“hidden champions” who often are world market
leaders in some very specialized areas of production.
Cologne is known as a media hub with multiple publishing houses and TV and radio stations. In addition,
it is a cultural capital with a wide range of offers and
activities in arts and music. Not least, it is home to
Europe’s fourth-oldest university which was founded
in 1388 and nowadays has around 50,000 students.
Hundreds and thousands of visitors each year come
to Cologne to enjoy the sights and sounds against the
magical backdrop of the Cologne skyline.
AM ASPELKREUZ
The IFK Boarding House is located right next to
the so-called Aspelkreuz, a marker that reminds
visitors that the Camino de Santiago passes by this
site. Also known as Way of St. James, it is a
world-famous pilgrimage route that leads to the
shrine of the apostle St. James the Great in the
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia
(northwestern Spain). As early at in the 12th cen-

tury, large numbers of pilgrims from all over Europe travelled along the Camino de Santiago, some
walking for months or even years at a time.
Along the route, hostels with dormitories opened up
to accommodate the pilgrims. The pilgrims typically
started in their respective home towns, however there
were certain junctions where popular routes came together and they would meet likeminded individuals
from different origins and continue to walk together
toward Santiago de Compostela.

We believe that the cultural history of the boarding
house’s location can serve as a guiding principle for
its residents. Here, too, diverse individuals from all
over the world come together. Their final destinations may lay far beyond attending secondary
school in Germany, but they are companions for
this part of the journey and they will become part
of a community of likeminded individuals who
will support one another.

CONTACT INFORMATION
For further information, please contact:
Ms. Cornelia Jane Härle
Head of Boarding
Am Aspelkreuz 30
50859 Cologne
Germany
Email: boardinghouse@if-koeln.de
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IFK is an independent, not-for-profit organization with full authorization by the German authorities and the “International Baccalaureate”.
Liable for the content according to the German press law: Stefan Becker, Dr. Nadine Hoffmann
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